Calcifying panniculitis following subcutaneous injections of nadroparin-calcium in a patient with osteomalacia.
Calcifying panniculitis is a rare form of calcinosis cutis belonging to the spectrum of calciphylaxis that has almost invariably been described in patients with severe renal disturbances. We report a patient with osteomalacia without chronic renal failure, who developed calcifying panniculitis following subcutaneous administration of nadroparin-calcium. Light microscopy studies of biopsy specimens revealed multiple foci of microcalcification within the adipose lobules, in the interadipocyte spaces, in connective tissue septa and in the media of small arteries in the subcutis. The patient had an elevated level of intact parathyroid hormone, whereas the calcium-phosphorus product was normal. The lesions slowly resolved upon discontinuation of nadroparin. We conclude that calcifying panniculitis is a rare complication associated with the subcutaneous administration of nadroparin-calcium that may rarely also occur in the absence of renal disturbances. Low molecular weight calcium-containing heparins should probably be used with caution in the presence of hyperparathyroidism.